The symptoms cleared and he did well, having no further dyspepsia. The records and X-rays relating to this illness are no longer available.
The patient's wife mentioned that she thought his identical twin brother had died from a 'tumour of the bowel' and for this reason case records, X-rays and microscope slides were obtained from the hospital which he had attended. (Maimon & Zinniger, 1953; Videbaek & Mosbech, 1954; Woolf, 1956; Cruze, Clarke & El Farra, 1961) . Militzer (1935) reported a pair of identical twin men in each of whom carcinoma of the stomach occurred within a few months. Gorer by the discovery of a gastric carcinoma in the first place. In spite of these reservations they felt that the weight of evidence suggested that gastric cancer is concentrated in some families more than others.
In an important twin study in Denmark, Hauge & Harvald (1961) found that, as far as carcinoma of the stomach, colon and rectum are concerned, the rate of general concordance is about equal in monozygotic and dizygotic twins, but the rate of concordance as regards the site of the neoplasm is higher in the group of monozygotic than in the group of dizygotic twin pairs with carcinomata of the colonrectum. Aird, Bentall & Roberts (1953) showed that the frequency of blood group A is greater and that of group O is less in patients suffering from cancer of the stomach than in the general population and other workers confirmed this (Jennings, Balme & Richardson, 1956; Beasley 1960 ). There is a high incidence of carcinoma of the stomach in patients with pernicious anaemia (Mosbech & Videbaek, 1950; Hitchcock, MacLean and Sullivan, 1957) . Shearman & Finlayson (1966) considered that the apparent excess of blood group A patients is entirely due to the high incidence of gastric cancer in pernicious anaemia, in which condition there is also a preponderance of blood group A (Hoskins et al., 1965) . Maddock (1966) (Haenzel, 1958) and a smaller fall in England and Wales (Case, 1956 ) and a dramatic increase in Japan (Segi & Kurihara, 1960) where the disease is very common. The possible environmental factors in the aetiology of gastric cancer are not known. The significance of fungal toxins is under review but there is as yet no certain evidence that these substances have been carcinogenic in man. Stocks & Davies (1964) found that the zinc/copper ratio in the soil was consistently higher in gardens at houses where persons had just died of stomach cancer after a period of 10 or more years' residence than it was at houses where similar residents had died from non-malignant causes. (Badenoch, 1954; Wokes, 1956; Smith, 1962; Connor & Pirola, 1963; Riley, 1966; Verjaal & Timmermans, 1967) , and its association with veganism (vegans are people who exclude all forms of animal products from their diet) has been duly stressed by Wokes (1956) and Smith (1962) . Although vegans would appear to be highly vulnerable subjects for deficiency disease, in fact the incidence of manifest symptoms and signs due to vitamin B12 deficiency is rare, even when the serum levels are well below the range found in pernicious anaemia (Smith, 1962) . The reason for this anomaly is not clear, though Smith (1962) 
